
A BRIEF INTRODUCTION TO THE 

OLD TESTAMENT 
 

WHAT IS THE OLD TESTAMENT? 
The Old Testament is the first of two main divisions of the canon 
of Christian Scripture. It details God’s steadfast love for His 
creation, namely mankind, whom He made in His image, and His 
work in raising up a nation of people (Israel) to ultimately bring 
about a Messiah to offer salvation to mankind from the calamity 
of sin and its effects on the entirety of creation.   
  

HOW WAS THE O.T. WRITTEN? 
The Old Testament is a collection of ancient Jewish writings from 
various human authors, each of whom worked under the divine 
inspiration of the Holy Spirit. The LORD led prophets, priests, 
musicians, kings, and others for over 1,000 years in forming the 
writings of the Old Testament. The works were originally written 
in the Hebrew and Aramaic languages, using a variety of genres 
(historical narrative, poetry, law, wisdom literature, etc.) all 
telling one unified story.   
 

HOW IS THE O.T. STRUCTURED? 
Our Old Testament is comprised of 39 books arranged into five 
categories based primarily on literary genre:  
 -Pentateuch  Genesis — Deuteronomy  
 -History  Joshua — Esther  
 -Wisdom/Poetry Job — Song of Solomon 
 -Major Prophets Isaiah — Daniel  
 -Minor Prophets Hosea — Malachi  
 

Before the writings appeared in the order of our Bible, they were 
arranged differently in the Tanakh, the ancient Jewish Bible. The 
Tanakh had three divisions: Torah (Law), Nevi’im (Prophets), and 
Kethuvim (Writings). This is the arrangement with which Jesus 
was familiar during His earthly ministry (Matt. 5:17-18). The 
content (text) of the Tanakh is the same as that of our O.T. 

WHY SHOULD I READ THE O.T.? 
The following selection is from The Gospel Coalition and Jason 
S. DeRouchie’s essay, “An Introduction to the Old Testament.” 
Jason explains well why Christians should read and understand 
the Old Testament, citing numerous passages from the New 
Testament. 
 

 The Old Testament is Christian Scripture, “written for our 
instruction” (Rom 15:4; 1 Cor 10:11). From a distance, the 
prophets of old saw and savored the coming Messiah and his 
mission… To “understand the Scriptures”… is to grasp a message 
focused on the Messiah’s tribulation, triumph, and global 
salvation… 
 [The LORD] revealed to those very prophets “that they were 
serving not themselves but you” (1 Pet 1:12). That is, the saints 
who wrote the Old Testament recognized that their words would 
principally be and, at times, exclusively be (Dan 12:7–10) for 
those living in the new covenant age of restoration (cf. Mark 
4:11–13; Rom 16:25–26; 2 Cor 3:14). What they anticipated, 
Christ now realizes: “The Law and the Prophets were until John; 
since then, the good news of the kingdom of God is preached” 
(Luke 16:16; cf. Matt 11:12–13; 1 Cor 10:11; Gal 4:4; Heb 1:1–2). 
 Everything the Law and Prophets foretold, God has fulfilled 
and will finalize, including all things concerning the Son (Luke 
24:27, 44; cf. Matt 5:18–19). “All the promises of God find their 
Yes in him” (2 Cor 1:20). The very Word we are to “preach” (2 Tim 
4:2) and the very Scripture that is “breathed out by God and 
profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for 
training in righteousness” (2 Tim 3:16) includes “the sacred 
writings” of the Old Testament, “which are able to make you wise 
for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus” (2 Tim 3:15). 
 May Christians today increasingly cherish “the whole counsel 
of God” (Acts 20:27), studying and celebrating God’s revealed 
purposes climaxing in Christ from creation to consummation and 
from Genesis to Revelation. All of Scripture is about the God who 
reigns, saves, and satisfies through covenant for his glory in 
Christ, and the Old Testament expresses this glorious message.1 

 
1 https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/essay/introduction-old-testament/ 
 


