
THE BOOK OF 

LEVITICUS 
STRUCTURE AND OUTLINE 

 

    -BECOMING HOLY  
 Sacrifices and Offerings     Chap. 1—9  
 Establishing the Priesthood     Chap. 8—10   
 Purity Laws (Clean & Unclean)    Chap. 11—15  
 Day of Atonement      Chap. 16  
 

    -MAINTAINING HOLINESS 
 Laws of Separation/Holiness    Chap. 17—22   
 Laws on Religious Festivals    Chap. 23—25   
 Blessings and Curses     Chap. 26  
 Laws Concerning Vows     Chap. 27    
 

WHAT IS LEVITICUS? 
 Leviticus is the third book of the Torah. In its original 
Hebrew language, it was titled way-yiqra, meaning “And He 
called,” which is first phrase of the book. The more familiar title, 
Leviticus, is taken from the Greek term meaning “things 
concerning Levites.” This can be somewhat misleading, 
however, since the book is about much more than simply the 
priestly duties of the Levites. 
 

WHO WROTE LEVITICUS? 
 Traditional scholarship suggests Moses as the primary 
author of the first five books of the Bible (the Pentateuch). In 
Leviticus, the LORD speaks to Moses over 30 times. On occasion 
Moses is ordered to relate God’s words to the people. The 
book’s date of origin could be attributed to either the 15th or 13th 
centuries B.C. The content was originally delivered after 
construction of the tabernacle, prior to the second month of the 
second year in the wilderness. 

WHY WAS LEVITICUS WRITTEN? 
 Leviticus details the expansion of God’s covenant with 
Israel soon after the tabernacle was completed. The glory of the 
LORD filled the tabernacle, and He spoke to Moses concerning 
the requiring for covenant life. Leviticus provides instruction 
regarding the Levitical priesthood (the ordination of Aaron and 
his sons), sacrifices, offerings, feasts and holy days (including the 
Day of Atonement and the Year of Jubilee). It also contains laws 
regarding ceremonial cleanness, morality, and justice. While 
some of these issues may seem foreign to modern readers, the 
primary theme is the timeless truth that God is holy, and God 
requires His people to be holy (see 1 Peter 1:14-16). 
 

TYPES OF BURNT OFFERINGS IN LEVITICUS 
Whole Burnt Offering animal is slain; remains are burned; 
    used to atone for unwitting sin 
 

Sin Offering  fat portion burned, remainder is eaten; 
   used when restitution is not necessary 
 

Guilt Offering fat portion burned, remainder is eaten 
   used when restitution is necessary 
 

Grain Offering a portion is burned; a portion is eaten 
   used to retain the LORD’s good favor 
 

Peace Offering fat portion is burned; remainder is eaten by  
   priest and worshiper. Vows, freewill, and  
   thanksgiving are types of peace offerings. 
 

NOTES ON THE SACRIFICIAL SYSTEM 
Sacrifices were meant for “unintentional sin” 
     Leviticus never prescribes a sacrifice for intentional sin 
 

Sacrifices did not automatically earn forgiveness. 
     God forgives sin based upon His covenant relationship 
     Israel’s salvation is in their covenant relationship, not sacrifices. 
 

The sacrificial system foreshadows Christ’s one sacrifice.   


