
THE BOOK OF 

LEVITICUS 
THE SEVEN ANNUAL FEASTS 

The Passover   1st Month, 14th Day 
This feast was instituted by God to memorialize the salvation of 
the Hebrews from Egypt. Before they were freed from Egypt, 
God sent one final plague: death to the firstborn. The LORD 
“passed over” the homes of families that faithfully painted their 
doorposts with the blood from a sacrificed Lamb (Exodus 12). 
This feast points forward to Jesus’ crucifixion. 
 

Unleavened Bread  1st Month, 15th—21st Days 
This feast is associated with The Passover. God commanded the 
Israelites to eat bread without leaven (yeast) for seven days 
during the time of the Passover (Exodus 12). Leaven is often 
figuratively used in Scripture as a symbol for wickedness. As 
Passover symbolizes the salvation of God’s people, this feast 
symbolizes the purification of God’s people.  
 

Firstfruits    1st Month, 16th Day 
This feast symbolized man’s gratitude to God for His faithfulness 
in providing a harvest. The Israelites were to take a sheaf of 
barley from the first fruits to the priest to be waved in the 
presence of the LORD. This occurred on the day following the 
first sabbath after Passover and therefore points ahead to the 
Christ’s resurrection on the first day of the week (Mark 16:1). 
 

Pentecost    (Weeks)  50 Days After Firstfruits 
This feast marked the completion of the grain harvest season, 
which began with Firstfruits. The term Pentecost translates to 
“fiftieth day” and points back to the covenant instituted by God 
on Mt. Sinai (Exodus 19). Since Firstfruits points ahead to the 
resurrection of Christ (Easter), Pentecost naturally points to the 
fiftieth day following Christ’s resurrection, when the Holy Spirit 
descended, establishing the New Testament Church (Acts 2).  

Trumpets    7th Month, 1st Day 
This festival is instituted as a day of rest for Israel. This one day 
a year at the start of the seventh month is meant to mirror the 
weekly sabbath which occurs on the seventh day. The trumpets 
were blown to represent God’s call to the people to prepare for 
the festivals which were soon to follow. 
 

Day of Atonement  7th Month, 10th Day 
Known as Yom Kippur, this festival is perhaps Israel’s most holy 
festival. It was a time of reflection by God’s people over their 
sins, personally and  collectively. This was the only day that the 
high priest entered the Holy of Holies in the tabernacle, and later 
in the Temple. On this day the high priest would take two goats 
upon which he would lay his hands and prayerfully confess the 
sins of the people.  One goat, the Azazel (scapegoat), would be 
sent away into the wilderness. The other goat, the Goel 
(redeemer), would be slaughtered with its blood covering the 
mercy seat situated above the Ark of the Covenant in the Holy 
of Holies. This act looked forward to the day when God’s people 
will have remorse and repent from crucifying the Christ. 
 

Tabernacles (Booths) 7th Month, 15th—21st Days 
This feast was a celebration of God’s goodness through the year. 
The people of Israel lived in booths (tents) for seven days to 
remind themselves how God’s people lived in tents in the 
wilderness after being freed from Egypt. It symbolizes a future 
time of peace and prosperity for God’s people. 
 

KEY THEMES & THEOLOGY IN LEVITICUS 
The Holiness of God 
 

The Intended Holiness of God’s People (Israel) 
 

The Severity of Sin and Its Consequences 
      Leviticus 1—9    Sin Requires Sacrifice 
      Leviticus 16:1—34   The Day of Atonement 
      Leviticus 17:11    The Value of Blood 
 

The Necessity of God’s Grace 


