
THE BOOK OF 

NUMBERS 
STRUCTURE AND OUTLINE 

 

    -PREPARING FOR THE PROMISED LAND 
  Chap. 1—10   

 

    -FROM SINAI TO KADESH BARNEA 
  Chap. 10—12   

 

    -FROM KADESH BARNEA TO MOAB 
  Chap. 13—21   

 

    -MISCALLANEOUS MATTERS IN MOAB 
  Chap. 22—26   

 

WHAT IS NUMBERS? 
 Numbers is the fourth book of the Torah. In its original 
Hebrew language, it was titled ba’midbar, meaning “in the 
wilderness,” which is taken from the book’s fifth phrase. 
Interestingly, Numbers is the only book of the Torah that doesn’t 
use the first phrase as its Hebrew title. Our English title is taken 
from the Greek term referring to the two censuses recorded in 
chapters 1-4 and 26. 
 

WHO WROTE NUMBERS? 
 Traditional scholarship suggests Moses as the primary 
author of the first five books of the Bible (the Pentateuch). Even 
though Moses is referred to in the third person, this is a common 
practice in ancient writings. Moreover, much of the material 
within the book indicates a time of writing during the life of 
Moses. All indications are that Numbers was composed near the 
conclusions of the Israelite wilderness wanderings, which places 
the date of authorship, depending on the date of the exodus 
from Egypt, at around 1406 B.C. or 1220 B.C. 

WHY WAS NUMBERS WRITTEN? 
 Numbers contains censuses and a condensed narrative of 
the forty years the Israelites spent wandering the wilderness. 
Beginning at Sinai, Numbers begins with the preparations for the 
journey to Kadesh-barnea. Because of the people’s refusal to 
trust God and enter Canaan, however, the next forty years were 
spent wandering through the wilderness until that generation 
passed away. The events in the book are often referred to in 
other books of Scripture. The book’s descriptions of the 
Israelites’ disobedience and God’s responses serve as examples 
for the many generations to follow.  In the New Testament,  
Jesus even uses the scene with the bronze serpent (Numbers 21) 
as a teaching moment for the Pharisee, Nicodemus, in John 3. 
The book ends with the nation of Israel encamped near the 
Jordan River, poised to take possession of the Promised Land. 
Throughout this time, Israel is seen as a difficult and rebellious 
people. God is wholly righteous, and His people’s disobedience 
is costly. However, God is the faithful Provider and Protector; He 
is the Keeper of His covenants. 
 

KEY THEMES & THEOLOGY IN NUMBERS 
GOD’S PROMISE TO ABRAHAM FULFILLED 
     Numbers 1—4, 26  Abraham’s descendants numbered. 
 

THE FAITHFULNESS OF GOD 
     Numbers 11:31—35   God provides quail for food. 
     Numbers 14:20    God forgives Israel’s rebellion. 
     Numbers 21:21—35    Israel defeats the Amorites. 
     Numbers 31:1—12    Israel defeats Midian. 
 

DISOBEDIENCE IS COSTLY 
     Numbers 20:8—13    Moses strikes the rock. 
 

THE REBELLIOUSNESS OF GOD’S PEOPLE 
     Numbers 11—12   The people complain to Moses. 
     Numbers 13:25—29  Spies give a negative report. 
     Numbers 14:1—10   Israel regrets leaving Egypt. 
     Numbers 21:4—9    The Bronze Serpent 


