
THE BOOK OF 

AMOS 
STRUCTURE AND OUTLINE 

 

    -ORACLES OF JUDGMENT       Chapters 1—4  
 Judgments on Israel’s Neighbors 1:1—2:3  
 Judgments on Israel   2:4—4:13 

    -A CALL TO REPENTANCE       Chapters 5—6   
 An Oracle of Entreaty   5:1—17   
 An Oracle of Woes    5:18—6:14   
    -VISIONS OF JUDGMENT      Chapters 7—9 
 Inescapable Judgment   7:1—17   
 The Bitter End    8:1—14   
 Destruction and Restoration  9:1—15   
 

WHAT IS AMOS? 
 The prophecy delivered through Amos is a message of 
Yahweh’s divine judgment grounded in universal justice. An 
extended time of peace and prosperity led to the spiritual 
decline of His people, Israel. The book, however, begins with 
pronouncements of judgments against Israel’s neighboring 
nations, including the Southern Kingdom of Judah. Aside from 
Judah, these were pagan peoples who did not serve Yahweh, so 
their judgment is expected. But soon, the message turns to 
judgments against Israel. From chapter 2 onward, Amos lays out 
the transgressions of Israel, including their missed opportunities 
for repentance. Judgment is certain, but Yahweh also gives a 
message of hope for restoration once His judgment is complete. 
 

WHO WROTE AMOS? 
 Amos is most likely the author of the book bearing his 
name as its title. The book identifies Amos as one “who was 
among the shepherds of Tekoa.” Little is known about him 
except what he says about himself in Amos 7:14—15. There, as  

 

 
 

WHO WROTE AMOS? (continued) 
Amaziah tries to silence Amos, Amos claims his message is divine 
though he is neither a prophet nor the son of a prophet. Rather, 
he is a “herdsman and a dresser of sycamore figs,” whom God 
called and entrusted with a message for Israel. Since Amos states 
his ministry was during the reigns of Uzziah of Judah and 
Jeroboam II of Israel, he would have prophesied sometime 
between 793 and 740 B.C. For historical reference, Assyria 
destroyed the northern kingdom of Israel in 722 B.C.  
 

WHY WAS AMOS WRITTEN? 
 The peace and prosperity experienced by Israel had bred 
pride and complacency among the people. Their worship had 
become nothing more than hollow ritual as their lives reflected 
moral and spiritual decline. Moreover, while they indeed 
prospered as a nation during this time, the prosperity had come 
at the expense of the poor, whom the rich and powerful 
exploited and oppressed for their own gain. Despite repeated 
warnings from God, Israel had failed to repent. Therefore, 
certain judgment was coming for God’s people. 
 

KEY THEMES & THEOLOGY IN AMOS 
 

JUSTICE AND RIGHTEOUSNESS WITH GOD’S PEOPLE 
 

GOD’S UNIVERSAL JUSTICE FOR ALL NATIONS 
 

THE ONE TRUE GOD AND THE ELECTION OF ISRAEL 
 

THE SINS OF IDOLATRY AND SOCIAL INJUSTICE 
 

THE COVENANT AND THE REMNANT 
 

THE DREADFUL DAY OF THE LORD 
 

THE UNCHANGING WORD OF GOD 


