
THE BOOK OF 

HOSEA 
STRUCTURE AND OUTLINE 

 

    -HOSEA’S ADULTEROUS WIFE: GOMER  
 Marriage & Children           Chapter 1  
 Gomer’s Adultery            Chapter 2 
 Hosea Redeems Gomer           Chapter 3  
 

    -GOD’S ADULTEROUS PEOPLE: ISRAEL  
 Spiritual Adultery & Consequences     Chapters 4-5  
 Hosea’s Call to Repentance Ignored   Chapters 6-8  
 Unfaithfulness & Its Consequences   Chapters 9-10  
 God’s Faithful Love         Chapter 11 
 Israel’s Continued Sin         Chapters 12-13  
 Final Plea to Return to Yahweh        Chapter 14  
 

WHAT IS HOSEA? 
 Hosea is a fascinating (and disturbing) book. God’s people 
incorporated Baal worship and its accompanying depravity into 
their community. Therefore, God raised up the Assyrian empire 
to conquer Israel. Through Hosea, God issues the plea for His 
people to return to Him. He does so by using Hosea as a living 
parable of His relationship with His people, then by elaborating 
on the truths of that parable through numerous analogies that 
portray the horrible reality of Israel’s unfaithfulness.  
 

WHO WROTE HOSEA? 
 Hosea, in Hebrew, means “salvation.” He is identified as 
the son of Beeri, but little else is known about him. Hosea served 
as a prophet to Israel during the reigns of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, 
and Hezekiah in Judah and Jeroboam II in the Northern Kingdom, 
referred to as “Ephraim.” This means Hosea’s ministry would 
have occurred sometime between 753 – 687 B.C. 
 

WHY WAS HOSEA WRITTEN? 
 Hosea’s prophetic ministry occurred in the latter half of 
the 8th Century B.C., which is believed to have been the most 
turbulent time for the kingdoms of Judah and Israel prior to the 
Assyrian conquest and Babylonian captivity. The opening verses 
reveal that Hosea’s message is not limited to only Israel or only 
Judah, but God has a Word for both kingdoms. However, the 
Northern Kingdom, which he commonly refers to as Ephraim, is 
referenced 35 times in the book, much more so than Judah.  
 The Israelites had become so hard of heart that they 
failed to see the error of their ways with regards to their worship 
(or lack thereof) of Yahweh. God uses shocking language and the 
vivid illustration of Hosea’s marriage to reveal how serious their 
unfaithfulness was. In fact, the kind of language God uses with 
Hosea, Jeremiah, and others might be a distraction to modern 
readers. Aside from the obvious idolatry of Baal worship, Hosea 
speaks often to the deviant sexual practices encouraged by Baal 
worship. The primary point in Hosea, however, is not Israel’s 
UNFAITHFULNESS (though it is significant) but rather the extent 
of God’s FAITHFULNESS demonstrated through His relentless 
pursuit of His people in spite of their continued sinfulness. God’s 
harsh treatment of His people is only meant to bring them back 
into a right relationship with Him (6:1). 
 

KEY THEMES & THEOLOGY IN HOSEA 
 

GOD’S COVENANT FAITHFULNESS 
 

THE COMPARISON BETWEEN HUMAN MARRIAGE AND 
DIVINE-HUMAN COVENANT (“marriage”) 
 

GOD’S RELENTLESS FAITHFULNESS AND STEADFAST LOVE 
IN CONTRAST TO ISRAEL’S CONSTANT UNFAITHFULNESS 
 

THE IMPORTANCE OF THE REMNANT 
 

THE FUTILITY OF FALSE GODS 
 

THE GLOBAL EXTENT OF THE GOSPEL  


