
THE BOOK OF 

ISAIAH 
STRUCTURE AND OUTLINE 

 

    -PROPHECIES OF CONDEMNATION  
 Messages Against Judah/Israel        Chap. 1—12  
 Messages Against Other Nations    Chap. 13—23  
 Messages of the Day of the LORD   Chap. 24—27  
 Warning for Sins of the People       Chap. 28—35  
 Faith & Foolishness of the King       Chap. 36—39  
 

    -PROPHECIES OF CONSOLATION  
 Israel’s Salvation         Chap. 40—48   
 Israel’s Savior         Chap. 49—57   
 Israel’s Splendor         Chap. 58—66   
 

WHAT IS ISAIAH? 
 “The vision of Isaiah, the son of Amoz, which he saw 
concerning Judah and Jerusalem.” These are the opening words 
of the book of Isaiah. The book contains Isaiah’s prophetic 
utterances as well as historical events from his life and times 
focusing on both Israel and Judah. Chapters 1-39 cover the 
Assyrian threat from the early 700s B.C. Chapters 40-55 cover 
events around the Babylonian exile. Chapters 56-66 contain 
prophecies about all times until the end. Isaiah’s ministry began 
with his calling by Yahweh in the year King Uzziah died (740 B.C.), 
and the book records the death of Sennacherib in 681 B.C. 
(Isaiah 37:38). The book of Isaiah is often considered a parallel 
to the Bible as a whole:  both have 66 books/chapters; both 
contain 39 books/chapters for the first division and 27 
books/chapters for the second division; the overall themes are 
Condemnation and Consolation. The book is quoted twenty-one 
times in the New Testament, more than any other of the Ancient 
Jewish prophets, specifically in reference to the coming Messiah. 

WHO WROTE ISAIAH? 
 Isaiah served as a prophet of Yahweh to Judah in 
Jerusalem during the reigns of kings Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and 
Hezekiah of Judah. Some scholars believe that the different tone 
and setting of chapters 40-66 indicate that those chapters were 
penned by some person(s) other than Isaiah. However, the best 
evidence suggests Isaiah himself is responsible for the book’s 
content. Not only does coherence of thought and language 
appear throughout, but Jesus and the New Testament writers 
believed Isaiah to be the author (see John 12:41). 
 Little is known of Isaiah’s background, though Jewish 
tradition suggests he was in the royal family, his father being the 
brother of King Amaziah (this not confirmed biblically). It is also 
suggested that Hebrews 11:37 is a reference to the belief that 
Isaiah was sawn in two by Manasseh, king of Judah.  
 

WHY WAS ISAIAH WRITTEN? 
 Through Isaiah, God warned of impending judgment for 
sin as well as future restoration. Ultimately, however, the book 
is about God. He is seen as sovereign over nations, manipulating 
kings and nations for his gracious purpose of fulfilling His 
covenant promises to His people. Not only does God show 
significant concern for His own glory, but the book of Isaiah is 
laced with promises of a future Messiah through the line of 
David—a Savior for all people (not just Israel) Who will one day 
provide a new world where sin and sorrow are forgotten.  
 

KEY THEMES & THEOLOGY IN ISAIAH 
 

GOD AS SAVIOR AND REDEEMER OF ISRAEL 
 

GOD AS SOVEREIGN OVER HISTORY IN THE WORLD 
 

GOD IN SENDING HIS MESSIAH TO REDEEM ALL PEOPLE 
 

THE IMPORTANCE OF THE REMNANT 
 

THE FUTILITY OF FALSE GODS 
 


