
THE BOOK OF 

JONAH 
STRUCTURE AND OUTLINE 

        -RUNNING FROM GOD   Chapter 1 
        -RUNNING TOWARD GOD      Chapter 2  
        -RUNNING WITH GOD    Chapter 3  
        -RUNNING WITHOUT OF GOD  Chapter 4  

 

OR 
 

  Jonah’s Commissioning & Flight     1:1—3      
    Jonah & The Pagan Sailors      1:4—16    
  Jonah’s Grateful Prayer       1:17—2:10   
  Jonah’s Recommissioning & Submission    3:1—3a       
    Jonah & The Pagan Ninevites        3:3b—10     
  Jonah’s Angry Prayer        4:1—4    
  Jonah’s Lesson on Compassion      4:5—11       
 

WHAT IS JONAH? 
 Jonah is named after its main character, a prophet to 
Israel during the reign of Jeroboam II. Jonah is categorized as 
prophetic narrative, placed among the Minor Prophets, not 
because of its lacking importance but due to its brevity when 
compared with other prophetic writings. Jonah gives a narrative 
account of Jonah’s ministry as well as the message of repentance 
he was directed to deliver to Nineveh, the capital city of the 
Assyrian Empire. Jonah was unwilling to obey God, initially 
fleeing in the opposite direction from Nineveh, but God dealt 
with his disobedience. Eventually, Jonah preached in the city, 
warning them of the LORD’s judgment.  The city received the 
message and repented (for the time being) of its wickedness and 
was spared by God. The story ends abruptly with Jonah sulking 
outside the city. It should be noted that Jesus considered the 
story of Jonah to be historical fact (Matthew 12:38—41).  

WHO WROTE JONAH? 
 The author of the book of Jonah is not explicitly written 
in the book. However, much of the content, if not all, is likely to 
have been written by Jonah himself. Interestingly, due to an 
obscure reference to the book found in an extrabiblical source 
in the 2nd Century B.C., we can conclude that Jonah was written 
sometime between the 8th and 2nd centuries B.C.  
 Aside from Jesus’ reference to Jonah mentioned above, 
the only other biblical reference to the prophet Jonah occurs in 
2 Kings 14:23-28, where he is described as a prophet during the 
reign of King Jeroboam II of Israel. Aside from the fact that he is 
the son of a man named Amittai, not much else is known about 
Jonah.   
 

WHY WAS JONAH WRITTEN? 
 Jonah lived during a time of great favor from God toward 
rebellious Israel. And like his people, Jonah rebelled against 
preaching to the pagan people of Nineveh. His unwillingness 
could be compared to the tribalism/racism of our day. The book, 
then, demonstrates the compassionate character of God and His 
love for all people, not just for Israel. Comparatively, Jonah does 
not reflect God’s character, which compels readers to examine 
their own hearts. The question for readers to consider is 
whether we truly love people as God does.  
 

KEY THEMES & THEOLOGY IN JONAH 
 

GOD IS SOVEREIGN OVER ALL CREATION. 
 

GOD’S COMPASSION AND FORGIVENESS EXTENDS TO ALL 
PEOPLE FROM ALL WALKS OF LIFE. 
 

GOD’S DISCIPLINES THOSE WHOM HE LOVES. 
 

WE CANNOT ESCAPE OR OUTRUN GOD. 
 

YAHWEH IS THE GOD OF ALL PEOPLE. 
 

GOD’S WORD IS POWERFUL TO CONVICT PEOPLE UNTO 
REPENTANCE. 


