
THE BOOK OF 

PROVERBS 
STRUCTURE AND OUTLINE 

 

     -The Appeal to Wisdom   Chapters 1—9   
 

     -The Proverbs of Solomon  Chapters 10—22   
 

     -The Sayings of the Wise  Chapters 22—24   
 

     -Hezekiah’s Proverbs   Chapters 25—29   
  

     -The Sayings of Agur   Chapter 30  
 

     -The Sayings of King Lemuel  Chapter 31:1—9   
 

     -The Excellent Wife  Chapter 31:10—31   
 

WHAT IS PROVERBS? 
 Proverbs is one of four Old Testament books collectively 
categorized as “Wisdom literature,” along with Job, Ecclesiastes, 
and Song of Solomon. The book is a collection of wisdom sayings 
for those who “fear the LORD” (1:7). The first nine chapters are 
extended wisdom poems meant to exhort the reader to pursue 
wisdom. Chapter 10 marks the beginning of the standard 
proverbs, which are short, pointed statements of two or three 
lines, making for easy memorization and personal application.   
 

WHO WROTE PROVERBS? 
 King Solomon is likely the author or collector of the 
majority of the book of Proverbs, which is consistent with his 
description from 1 Kings 4, which states Solomon “spoke 3,000 
proverbs.” Scripture also reveals “God gave Solomon wisdom 
and understanding beyond measure,” so that his wisdom 
“surpassed all the wisdom of the people of the East and all the 
wisdom of Egypt” (1 Kings 4:29-32).  
 Other portions of the book are attributed to “the wise,” 
to Agur, and to an otherwise unknown King Lemuel. All or most 
of the content of the book can be dated to within Solomon’s 
reign, around 971-931 B.C. 

WHY WAS PROVERBS WRITTEN? 
 The purpose of Proverbs is clearly established in the 
opening verses: to instruct and exhort God’s people in wise 
living. The wisdom advocated in Proverbs originates in the “fear 
of the LORD,” and is lived out in everyday situations and 
relationships. The book’s sayings should not be seen as 
individual, automatic promises to be claimed by believers. It 
must rather be seen as general rules of applied knowledge 
meant to equip those who might earnestly seek this wisdom in 
order to have skill for living godly lives.   

 

SEVEN TIPS TO HELP READERS  
RIGHTLY UNDERSTAND PROVERBS 

*Taken from Mark Dever’s The Message of the Old Testament  
Tip #1:  Common Sense Is Required. 
         Use the brain (common sense) God has given you. 
Tip #2:  Individual Proverbs Are Always Ultimately True. 
         You must keep eternity in mind when reading. 
Tip #3:  Individual Proverbs Are Normally True Now. 
         There can be exceptions in normal life experiences. 
Tip #4:  Individual Proverbs Employ Poetic Imagery. 
         Every term cannot always be taken literally. 
Tip #5:  Individual Proverbs Are Partial In Themselves. 
         Don’t just pick and choose. Consider the entirety of 
         the book’s teaching. 
Tip #6:  Individual Proverbs Are Sometimes Obscure. 
         Seek to understand original context/culture/meaning. 
Tip #7:  As a Whole, the Proverbs Are Religious. 
         Its wisdom is for godly living, not merely for secular    
                 success. 

 

KEY THEMES & THEOLOGY IN PROVERBS 
WISDOM FOR GODLY LIVES 
 

FEAR OF THE LORD IS FOUNDATIONAL TO REAL KNOWLEDGE 
 

GODLY LIVING IS PRACTICAL, NOT MERELY THEORETICAL 


