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STRUCTURE AND OUTLINE 

 

     -The Lovers Yearn For   Chapters 1—2   
     One Another   
   

     -The Shepherdess Dreams  Chapters 3:1—6:3   
  
 

     -The Lovers Yearn Again  Chapters 6:4—8:4   
  

     -The Lovers’ Marry     Chapters 8:5—14 
    

WHAT IS SONG OF SOLOMON? 
 The nature of Song of Solomon has been a debate for 
centuries. It appears as a collection of songs expressing the 
passion of two lovers. However, with the passionate language, 
many see the book as an allegory for the love of God for His 
people. Other scholars view it as descriptive of a relationship 
either between Solomon and his bride, between a shepherd and 
a shepherdess, or even as an attempt by Solomon to come 
between a shepherd and his betrothed. Still others see it as a 
collection of sensuous love poems. The best way to read Song of 
Solomon is simply as it is presented—as a song describing the 
relationship between a shepherd and his beloved. 
 

WHO WROTE SONG OF SOLOMON? 
 Because the opening verse reads, “The Song of Songs, 
which is Solomon’s,” many ascribe authorship to Solomon—
especially since 1 Kings 4:32 states he penned 1,005 songs. 
However, there are problems with this view. The opening words 
do not specifically indicate that Solomon wrote the song. It could 
be that it was written in his honor. Also, Solomon first married 
Pharaoh’s daughter (1 Kings 3:1), who was certainly not a 
Shulammite shepherdess. Moreover, with Solomon’s many 
sexual exploits, he was hardly a model for marital fidelity.  

WHY WAS SONG OF SOLOMON WRITTEN? 
 In the Judeo-Christian perspective, the Song of Solomon 
paints a beautiful picture of God’s intention for human sexuality. 
The idea is that sexual purity before marriage allows for the true 
delight of sexual intimacy that occurs within the marriage 
covenant. Ancient Israel would have understood and taught that 
passion and desire are natural, healthy, and celebrated when 
experienced within the biblical framework of marital fidelity. 
 In the Hebrew Bible (the Tanakh) the scroll of Song of 
Solomon was situated in final division, the Kethuvim (Writings). 
Song of Solomon was included among the five festival scrolls 
known as the Megilloth. Each scroll of the Megilloth was 
specifically related to one ancient Jewish festival: 
 

 Song of Solomon  8th Day of Passover  
 Ecclesiastes   Feast of Tabernacles 
 Lamentations   Ninth of Ab 
 Ruth    Pentecost 
 Esther    Purim 
 

 The Passover festival commemorates the ancient 
Israelites’ release from captivity in Egypt (Exodus 12). In a way, 
Passover can be viewed as when the love story began between 
Yahweh and His people, Israel. Traditionally, on the sabbath of 
the Passover week, the Song of Solomon is read, serving as a 
reminder of the love Yahweh holds for Israel.  

 

ALTERNATIVE INTERPRETATION OUTLINE 
FOR SONG OF SOLOMON 

 

KEY THEMES & THEOLOGY IN PROVERBS 
BIBLICAL PERSPECTIVE OF HUMAN SEXUALITY 
 

BIBLIBAL INSIGHTS TO COURTSHIP 
 

MARRIAGE IS A GIFT FROM GOD 
 

MONOGAMY WITHIN THE MARRIAGE COVENANT 
 

ABSTINENCE BEFORE MARRIAGE 


